
Background to the "Fast food" SPSS data file: 
 
This handout provides background information for the "fast food" questionnaire 
study that was originally provided by the STARS project. I've modified their data 
file slightly In the original study, and hence in the background information 
provided below,  the first variable in the data was called "Avpermonth". It 
contained data on whether people ate once, twice, 3-4 times,5-6 times or 7 times 
or more. Thus the measure of people's fast-food purchasing behaviour was 
categorical in nature. All you could do with these data is count how many 
individuals fell into each of these categories. For educational purposes, I wanted 
a variable in the SPSS file that was truly numerical in nature, so that students 
could calculate means, modes, standard deviations, standard errors, etc. 
Consequently I've replaced "Avpermonth" with "Purchases", fictional data 
showing how many fast food purchases each person made in the previous 
month. This modified data file is available on my website, at  
 
www.sussex.ac.uk/Users/grahamh/teaching06 
 
It's called FastFood MY VERSION.sav, not FastFood.sav as written in the 
background information below. 
 
 
 
Graham Hole, September 2006. 



 



 



 


